I postponed writing this foreword until the last minute, but now I must or it won't make this large Memorial Issue. I think this is due to my reluctance to put a final mark on my relationship with Peter Derrick and to acknowledge I won't be seeing him again at the many meetings we both attended or our yearly meetings in England, Germany or New Zealand. I know many of you feel the same way.
Peter and I had been colleagues for more than 35 years and while I realized he had been fighting serious health problems for at least a decade, I had grown accustomed to his winning personality. I still remember our first meeting at the International Mass Spectrometry Meeting at Oslo in 1979. He always sat at, or near, the front of the lecture hall. This used to amaze me because it meant you had to stay awake for all of the talks, and we all know many of our colleagues were instant cures for insomnia! I think he did that for two reasons. First, he was actually interested in what people had to say. Second, he was soft spoken and very often asked a trenchant question of the speaker at the end of the talk and in the early days the halls could be big and there were no microphones for the audience. At the Oslo meeting, we both had our first intense and interesting discussions about ionic reactions and metastable ion decay. At that time, not more than a student, I enjoyed his interest in my results and his views on the direction of my scientific research very much. In recent years, we had intense and fruitful discussions about Time-of-Flight and Ion Cyclotron Resonance Mass Spectrometry as well as laser applications. During the last decade, we had usually at least one reunion beside the normal editorial meetings either in New Zealand or in Kiel when he visited us with his wife, Kaersti. We kept frequent contact via Skype and discussed different matters.
He loved to discuss all kinds of scientific questions. His attitude towards young students was always positive and supportive what can be seen by the long list of graduate students. His scientific ingenuity, his fresh character of a young and courageous scientist, and his enormous efficiency attracted not only colleagues but also students in his group. He was surely an excellent teacher and a great scientist. I appreciated his approach to scientific problems and admired his thoroughness, his knowledge and curiosity.
Beside our common interest on mass spectrometry, Peter and I had often conversations about European, English and German history, which I always enjoyed. I found that he was a thoroughly well-read person with a broad interest on areas outside science. Another common interest was the well-being and the development of the European Journal of Mass Spectrometry. When his idea came up to found this journal at the IMSC at Budapest in 1994, he asked me to join him as a regional editor, a task that I took over with great pleasure. A special note of appreciation for Peter is appropriate at this time. The European Journal of Mass Spectrometry was his baby. Vested by Peter's personality, the journal quickly attracted the interest of scientists working in Mass spectrometry around the world. He set the standard of the editorial process. Due to his wide scientific interest, the journal is publishing articles from all areas of mass spectrometry ranging from fundamentals and instrument design to the medical and biochemical applications of mass spectrometry.
This issue of the European Journal of Mass Spectrometry and the upcoming issue 24:1 is devoted to the memory of Peter J. Derrick, the founder and long-time editor in chief. When the editorial team and close colleagues learned about Peter's passing away, the idea of a memorial issue to honour Peter's scientific work was immediately emerging. Over 60 former colleagues, graduate students and friends have been invited to publish a paper in this memorial issue. Accounting the very timely deadline, more than 30 papers been submitted are far more than expected. Therefore, this issue and the first issue in 2018 are completely devoted to the memory of Peter Derrick and his scientific work.
Finally, Peter has been close to me during my writing of this Foreword, as I am sure he was close to many of the authors as they wrote their papers for this issue. I am sure that the editorial team will keep up Peter's idea of a mass spectrometry journal with the highest scientific standard as long as authors and readers will be interested in this scientific platform.
Personally, I miss our discussions and friendly banters in meetings, skype and emails. I am deeply saddened by the fact that we could not have our planned excursion to Cape Reinga, the most northern end of New Zealand.
Jürgen Grotemeyer
Editor-in-Chief
